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Fort Wafhington, September 24, 1791. 


бів, | | 


I HAVE the honor to enclofe to your Excellency the Proceedings 


of the Court of Enquiry, which fat agreeably to the General Order of the’ 


14th inftant,— To enquire into the perfonal condu&t of Brigadier General 
Harmar, commanding officer on the late expedition againft the Miami Indians." 


Tue Court have taken the utmoft pains to inveftigate the fubjeéts com- 
mitted to them, and have expected that fome perfons would have attended from 
Kentuckey, on ће occafion, as mentioned in your Excellency's letter of the 
1 sth.—Finding no perfonal evidence come forward from that quarter, have 
this day clofed their proceedings, and prefent to your Excellency their opinion 
as fpecially directed. 


THERE аге fome Depofitions handed in, but, as they are not authenti- 
cated under the feal of, any court of record, or by the Prothonotary of any 
county, the Court conceive they can only fubjoin them to the proceedings for 
information to your Excellency, as they have been to the Court,—they are 
numbered 1, 2, 3, 4- 

I have the honor to be, 
with great refpect, - 
Your Excellency's moft obedient fervant, 


RICHARD BUTLER, Major General, 
PRESIDENT. 


His Excellency Major General 
ARTHUR ST. CLAIR. 
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Held at Fort WASHINGTON, September 15th, 1791, 


Agreeably to the order of the 14th inft. of which the following is a copy.— 


«А Court of Enquiry, of which Major General Butler is appointed 
Prefident, and Lieutenant Colonels Gibfon and Darke, members, 
will fit to-morrow 12 o'clock, at the fouth eaft Block-houfe Fort 
Wafhington.? 


Major-General RICHARD BUTLER, Prefident. 


Lieutenant Colonels GEORGE GIBSON, 
WILLIAM DARKE? Members: 


| After Orders, September 14th, Head Quarters. 
« Bess WARREN, of the 24 United States regiment, is appointed to 
record the proceedings of the Court of Enquiry, directed to fit at Fort 
Wathington, by the orders of this day." 
W. SARGENT, Adj. General. 


The Court met agreeably to the above order, and were duly fworn accord- 
ing to law.—The following letter was read from his Excellency Major General 
St. Clair, dire&ed to Maj. General Butler, Prefident of the Court of Enquiry.— 


Fort Wafhington, September 15th, 1791. 

818, 

THE Court of which you are appointed Prefident, is ordered for 

the purpofe of enquiring into the conduct of Brigadier General Harmar, the 
commanding officer upon the late expedition againft the Miami Indians. 

In the courfe of your inveftigations, all the circumftances of the campaign 
from the time the army departed, until it returned to Fort Wafhington, are 
to be taken into confideration. Thefe will embrace the perfonal conduct of the 
General, —the organization of the army,—the orders of march, encampment 
and battle,——the motives which influenced the detachments of the 14th, the 
roth and the 21й of O&ober, and whether the faid detachments were duly 
fupported, and if not, the reafons which prevented the faid fupport. The 
articles of war fpecify, that Courts-of Enquiry fhall not give their opinion on 
the merits of any cafe; excepting they fhall be fpecially thereto required.— 
This feems to be one of the cafes in which an opinion is requifite; you will 
therefore pleafe, Sir, to take the opinion of the Court on all and every of the 


points above fpecified, -and convey the fame to me when the Enquiry thall Бе 


clofed. 

Some evidences have been expected from Kentuckey—whether they will 
attend or not I cannot inform the Court; but the principal officers of the Mili- 
tia, who ferved in the army of General Harmar, have had notice, that the 
Court would meet this day.——4 have heard from none of them, excepting 
Lieutenant Colonel Trotter, who writes to me that his attendance is doubtful 
—that Colonel Hall is gone to the atlantic States, and Ве believes Colonel 
M*Mullen likewife.” 7 


Brigadier General Harmar being called upon for his Evidences, furnithed 
the Court with a lift of perfons, whereupon the Court ordered them to be fum- 
moned to attend.—The Court then adjourned to meetat 3 o'clock P. M. 

А i 
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of catthe—he was informed there were only two oxen loft from the time the 
whole army took up the line of march, until it returned to Fort Wathington;— 
but he was forry to fay, it was not the cafe of the pack-horfes, the generality 
of the people employed in that department were ignorant of their duty, indo- 
lent, and inactive; nor was itin the power of the Gencral to remedy thefe 
detecta Ihe fhorttiefs of the time for affembling and organizing the army, 
put it out o£. his power to look about and felect fit characters, he was of courfe 
obliged to take thofe that offered.—After he was in the woods it was out of his 
рож се to exchange them for better, and punifhments for negle& of duty was 
out oc the quettion. “Che principles upon which the horfes were employed, 
induced the drivers who were chiefly parties in the bufinefs, to lofe and other- 
wais delis thm, rather than return them to their owners; by this means ће 
proprietors had a high appraifement paid them for their horfes, and daily 
pav doc fervice, until they were loft; by adding to the above the negligence of 
о мове, he accounted for the number of horfes loft, which in his opinion it 
wa out ol General Harmar’: power to prevent.—After the army was arranged, 
thes continued their march without any material occurrence, until the 13th, 
when the borie dell in with two Indians, and took one of them prifoner, who 
intormed that the Indians were not in force at the Maumee village.-—This day 
they т.а hed a place called the Frouch Store, at which place a Frenchman, who 


was then withthe General asa guide had lived. He informed thatthe village: 


was about tert 1o ues Шаш» From this place, on the morning of the 14th 
Colonel Чагып мав detached with боо men, to endeavor to furprife the Miami 
villages the army moved at the fame time, and although it rained the whole 
dav, they continued their march with diligence until late.— Phe horfe were 
ordered to he tied up this night, to enable the army to moye early the next 
da, whichit dig. This diligence of the army on its march induced him to 
lvo, the Goneral was endeavoring to guard againft any difafter that might 
happen to Colon Hardin, which he was of opinion would have been in his 
you. r; 2С 1 nd Hardin had not gained more than four miles of the army, 
owt the orb das "s march.—-On the 17th, the army arrived at the Miami village; 
inte Was ashen hens of the enemy having quitted the place in the greateft 


rot ше, indi, n dess and cows came into their camp this day, which induced. 


fade ve Ик familics were not far off.—A party of зоо men, with three days 
tton, nndir the cammand of Colonel ‘Trotter, was ordered as he under- 
ми Механ the country around their camp, but contrary to the General's 
en! таан the dame evcning.—This conduct of the Colonel’s, did not 
© oe бозала approbation, and Colonel Hardin, anxious for the charac- 
fret f . countrymen, wihed to have the command of the fame detachment 

€ th. гетанап. twodavs, which was given him.—This command marched 
en the menn of the path, and was the fame day fhamefully defeated.——— 
& бы t Hardin tokt him that the number which attacked him, did not exceed 
аа ane that Tad his pople fought, or even made а hew of forming to fight, 
he was є. паін the Indians would haverun. Buton the Indians firing, which 
м ald ул АҒАШ АН с, the militia ran, numbers throwing away their arms, 
fet coukd he esr rally them; Major Ray confirmed the fame. Не did not 
kom what intheete ed the detachment onthe 21. But from the enemy being 
tuted sh ducc on the 19th, it became neceflary if in his power to give 
* emt shak, doi prevent the army from being harrailed on its return; which 
па might have done, will readily be granted by every one who has the leatt 
^ам ot the Indians, and an army encumbered with cattle and pack- 
forks, much worm downs; and altho’ the detachment was not fo fortunate, 
(маз алы А to hase been expected, yet, he firmly believed it prevented 
che Savages from annoying their rear, as they never made their appearance 
абат, Wath reipect 1o fupporting that detachment, which confilted of four 
hundred choten troops, he always believed them fuperior to one hundred and 
tiis Indian’, which wasthe отелей number as yet difvovered, had it not been 
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for mifcondu& and difobedience of orders by the officers who were on the 
command. He underftood that Major Ray’s battalion had been advanced to 
cover them, which was as many as could poffibly have been fpared, taking 
into view, thatthofein camp could not be depended on, and many were with- 
out arms, having thrown them away. То fupport with the whole army, was 
impracticable; the pack-horfes, being weak and greatly reduced in numbers. 
The artilery horfes very much reduced, and unable to undergo much more 
fatigue, but at the certain lofs of the artillery; as it was, they were obliged to 
fend to Fort Wafhington for horfes to ай inhauling itin. ‘The march of the 
army was regular and well conducted, as was poffible to be done with militia. 
With refpe&t to the General's conduét, report fays, that he was intoxicated all 
the campain, and unable to execute the important duties of his ftation; he 


execution of any duties.—In him, and his abilities, as an officer, he placed 
the greateft confidence, never doubting in his orders, but obeying with chear- 
fulnefs, being confcious they were the production of experience and found 
judgment. | 
Оле оп 1ft. Ey the Court.— What were your reafons for thinking punifh- 
ment for neglect of duty, out of the queftion? 
| Anfwer. The ftate of the army being fuch, that it obliged the General not 
to do any thing that would tend to irritate the militia. 


| Queftion. By the Court. Is it your opinion that the organization of the 
= army was a judicious one, fuch a one as was well calculated for the fecurity 
2! of the troops? 


Anfwer. It іѕ пу opinion, that it was the moft judicious organization that 
could be made, and calculated for the intereft of the United States. 

Queftion. By the Court. Is it your opinion, that the order of encampment 

' was а judicious one, and that the extreme parts were fo difpofed as were cal- 
culated to give fecurity to the army and its appendages? 

Anfwer. I think no better difpofition could have been made. 

Queftion. By the Court. Do you.think the order of battle calculated fo as 
to have been eafy of execution and eafily formed? 

Anfwer. I think it was the beft that could have been formed, and well cal- 
culated for covering the appendages of the army. 

~oe By the Court. Do you know the General's motives for making 
the detachments of the 14th, 19th and 21ft OGober? 

-Anfwer. I do not know the General's motives for making the detachment 
of the 14th, but I fuppofe it was for the purpofe of furprizing the Maumee 
village, as we had taken an Indian the day before, who gave us information, 
that the Indians were in great confufion there, and that they were not in force, 
and very much divided in their councils. We expected to furprize them be- 
fore they feperated. 

Queftion. By the Court. What were the movements of the army after that 
detachment was made? ee 

Anfwer. We continued our march next day until an exprefs arrived to in- 
form us that the Indians had evacuated the village, when we halted. 

о By the Court. What was the diftance between the main body and 
the detachment! ; 


— 
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Anfwer. About four miles. 

Queftion. By Фе Court. Do you think that the army was within fupporting 
diftance when that detachment was made? 

Anfwer. On the firft day we were. 

Queition. By the Gourt. Do you know what induced the General to make 
the detachment of the то? 

Anfwer. The day preceding that on which the detachment was made, In- 
dian dogs and cattle came into our camp, which led us to believe the Indians 
were near us, more efpecially as they had left their village in fuch bafte, I 
fuppofe it was for the purpofe of examining the country around the camp. 2 
detachment of 300 men under the command of Col. Trotter, with three days 
provifion, was made on the 18th, with orders to continue out three days, but 
which neverthelefs returned into camp the fame evening. The General ap- 
peared difpleafed at their difobedience of orders; Col. Hardin wifhing to re- 
tileve the charaCter of the militia, afked the General’s permiffion to take out 
the fame detachment on the 19th, which was granted. 

Queftion. By the Court. What motives led Col. Hardin at fuch а diffance 
as 15 miles from camp? 

Anfwer. I underltood that he got on the trails of the Indians, and that he 
had difcovered an Indian on horfeback, about one mile from where he fell in 
with their main body. | 

ueflion. By the Court. Upon hearing of the defeat of that detachment, 
did you underítand that the General ordered any fupport ? 

Anfwer. I don’t know that he did, the firft intelligence of the defeat was 
brought us by thofe who were defeated, late in the evening. 

Queftion. By the Court. Do you know the motives for the detachment of 
the 2108, either frora the General himfelf or any of his confidential officers? 

Anfwer. Ido not know from the General, but it was my opinion, as well 
as that of other officers, that the defeat of the 19th had fo panick ftruck the - 
army, that had the Indians attacked on the retreat, it might have been loft, 
which induced the General to fend the detachment in the rear. 

Queftion. By the Court. Най the General ordered another detachment 
upon the ground, where the defeat of the 19th happened; do you think the 
Militia would have gone, or would they have mutinied ? . 

Anfwer. lam rather inclined to think they would not have gone. 

Queflion. By the Court. With refpe& to the general condu& of General | 
Наттәтзіп the courfe of the campaign, isit-your opinion that it was judicious, ji: 
and in every refpe& commendable ? ` н 

Anfwer. Ido think it was perfectly fo; I have the greateft confidence in, ў 
and good opinion of his military abilities. i 

Captain Strong being fworn, depofed—That he knew of no circumftance |} 
during the whole campaign that could in his opinion, affe& the military cha- B 
) racer of the General.—That the organization of the army, appeared to his | 
judgment, extremely judicious, and fuch he believed was the general opinion | - | 
of the officers.— That the order of march feemed to him no lefs judicious, and 


military in all parts—that the order of encampment and battle, met if he mif- ` 4 К 
Look not, with the approbation of every officer able to judge of it—that the Uo d. 
motives which influenced the detachments of the 14th, 19th and 21й OGober, EN 


appeared to him to be a queftion that could only be anfwered by the General, | 
or perhaps by his confidential officers, or thofe more immediately attached to | 
his perfon—that he had reafon to believe, that thofe detachments were not ' 
properly fupported, but it was his opinion at the fame time, that the fault lay 
not with the General, who had given orders in each cafe, that were not com- B 
plied with, at leaf until it was too late. E 
Queftion. By the Court. With refpe& to fupport in the a&ion of the 211, 
was there any fupport ordered that you know of? 
B 
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Anfwer. Т was prefent when the order was given to Major Ray to move 
with his battalion to fupport Major Wyllys. 

Queftion. By the Court. Do you know what diftance they marched for 
that purpofe, or how long they were gone from the army? 

Anfwer. I do not recolle& perfectly how long, but] think it was not long. 

Queftion. By General Harmar. Is it your opinion that the making the 
detachment under Major Wyllys was attended with good confequences to the 
army, or not ? 

Anfwer. I think it was attended with ufeful confequences to the army. 


The Court then adjourned to 3 o'clock P. М. 
Three o'clock г. м.--Тһе Court having met agreeable to adjournment— 


Lieutenant Hart/born was worn, and depofed—That he knew of no cir- 
cumftances during the whole campaign that could in his opinion affect the 
military condu& of the General—that the organization of the army appeared 
to his judgment extremely judicious, and fuch he believed was the general 
opinion of the officers—that the order of march feemed tò him no 16Ё judi- 
cious and military in all its parts—that the order of encampment and battle, 
met if he miftook not with the approbation of every officer able to judge of it— 
that the motives which influenced the detachments of the 14th, 19th and 210 
of O&ober, appeared to him to be a queftion, that could only be anfwered by 
the General, and perhaps by his confidential officers, or thofe more imme- 
diately attached to his perfon—that as to the queftion of fupport, he had rea- 
fon to believe the detachment was not properly fupported, but it was his opi- 
nion at the fame time, thatthe fault lays not with the General, who had given 
orders in each cafe, that was not complied with at leaf until it was too late. 

Queftion. By tbe Court. Do you know, Sir, in the courfe of the campaign, 
from the time the army left Fort Wafhington, until its return to that place, any 
circumftance that could militate асашй the military character of the General ? 

' Anfwer. I know of none. | 

Queftion. By tbe Court. Do you know of any unneceffary delays ? 

Anfwer. None at all, far from it, every thing was done to get forward the 
army. i 4 
Queis By the Court. Does any inftance of inebriety in the General, 
come within your knowledge during the courfe of the campaign? 

Anfwer. I know of none. | | 

Queftion. By the Court. So far as you are a judge of the organization of 
the army, do you think it was proper and judicious ? 

Anfwer. So far as I could judge, I think it was extremely judicious. 

, Queftion. By the Court. Had you any converfation with the officers of the 
army on the fubje& of the organization of the army? 

Anfwer. I had, and with thofe who I think were judges, who thought it 
to be very good. 

Queftion. By the Court. Did the arrangement of march appear to be fo 
connected, as to bè able to fupport each other in cafe of attack ? 

Anfwer. І think did, and feemed по lefs judicious and military in all its 
parts. 

Queftion. By the Court. Did the extreme parts of the encampment appear 


‘to be fo formed, as to be competent to cover the main body of the army in cafe 


of attack by the enemy? 
Anfwer. Perfeétly fo. 
Queftien. By the Court. Was you in the firft engagement of the army? 
Anfwer. I wasin the а оп of the 19th October. 
Queftion. By the Court. Was you in the detachment of the 14th? 
Anfwer. I was not. 
Queftion. By the Court. Did the order of battle on the 19th appear to you 


to be a judicious one? 


ЛЕ 

Anfwer. I think it was nota judicious one. 

Queftion. By the Court. Who was the officer who commanded the troops in 
that action ? . 

Anfwer. Colonel Hardin. 

Queftion. By the Court. In what manner did you attack the enemy, was it 
in columns, or did you difplay in any regular order? 

Anfwer. We were attacked in front of columns. . 

Queftion. By tbe Court. When you were attacked, were you ordered to 
difplay, or form in any regular order? : | 

Anfwer. No. | | 

Queftion. Ву the Court. In what manner did you орроЁ the enemy when 
you were attacked ? 

Anfwer. By endeavouring to form the line to charge them. 

Queftion. By the Court. What troops came within your notice that at- 
tempted to form when charged ? 

Anfwer. Not more than 30 federal troops and то militia. 

пе оп. By the Gourt. How many militia had you ? 

Anfwer. I don’t know. ins 

Queftion. By tbe Court. What became of the тей of the militia? 

Anfwer. ‹ They gave way and ran. | 

Queftion. Do you think that if the militia in that action had been pro- 
perly formed and in time, that they would-have been fufficient to have beat 
the enemy? 

Anfwer. They were. 

Queftion. By the Court. Do you know the motives for making the detach- 
ment on the 14th? | i 

Anfwer. It was fuppofed for the purpofe of gaining the Maumee village 
before the Indians left it, as we were informed they were preparing to leave it. 

ueftion. By the Court. Is that your own opinion? 

Anfwer. Itis, and was the general opinion in camp. 

Queftion. By the Court. What was the refult of the a&ion of the roth, 
wete the continental troops and the то militia defeated ? 

Anfwer. They were cut to pieces except 6 or 7. 

Queftion, By the Court. Do you know from Head Quarters, or from any 
principal officers of the army, what were the motives for making the detach- 
ment of the 19th? | _ 

Anfwer. It was Юг the purpofe of overtaking a party of Indians; whofe 
trails had been difcovered. 

ueftion. By the Court. Was there any attempt made to fupport that de- 
tachment from the main body? 

Anfwer. Not that I know of. 

Queftion. By the Court. What was the diftance between the main body of 
the army and the detachment attacked ? . 

Anfwer. Fourteen or fifteen miles. 

ueftion. By tbe Court. From the condu& of the militia, do you think 
that the General had a right to expe& any great fupport from them, if he had 
been attacked ? 

Anfwer. І дор’ think he had. 

Queftion. By tbe Court. Was you in the action of ће 21 

Anfwer. I was not. 

ueftion. By the Court. Do you know the motives for making the detach- 
ment of the 210? 

Anfwer. It was for the purpofe of feeing if any Indians were in the village. 

Queftion. By General Harmar. Did you not think, that the detachment 
fent back under Major Wy/lys competent to engage any body of the enemy? 

Anfwer. It was fufficient for any body of Indians in that country. 
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Queftion. By General Harmar. To what саше was it owing, that the de- 
tachment did nôt fucceed fo perfectly as I could have wifhed for ? 

Anfwer. Becaufe they did not obey your orders, they did not march at the 
time they were directed. | 

Queftion. By General Harmár. Upon the firft intelligence do you recolle& 
any fupport I ordered? : 

Anfwer. I recollect уор ordered a battalion, I think under Major Ray. 

Enfin Morgan being fworn, depofed, as followeth—That as he did not 
join the army under the command of General Harmar until the 1 3th ОбоЪег, 
he was unacquainted with its progrefs until that time, when the army appeared , 
in good order, Аз he was ah enfign, and carried the ftaridard every fourth 
or fifth day after his joining the army, he was frequently near the General, 
and always obferved,. as far as he could judge, the greateft propriety of con- 
duét.—As to the organization of the army, the order of march, encampment 
and battle, they are perfe&tly explained in the general orders As to thé. 
motives which influeiiced the General ih fending out the different detachments 
of the 14th, 19th and 210, he was unacquainted—the opinion he took up 
concerning the one of the 14th was, that the General finding the army dif- 
covered, refolved' to miake a pufh for the fowns before they were abandoned, 
and as he could not do it with his whole army formed the detachment on the 
14th .undet Colonel Hardin; the motive for the detachment on the rgth he 
was utterly unacquainted with, that of the 21ít as he fuppofed, was to pick up 
any {traggling Indians who might have come to the towns, to fee what they 
had been about, but without an idea of the Indians being in force. 

ueftion. By tbe Court. Do you think that the party of militia that were 
attached to Major Wyilys’ detachment, was fufficient to have defeated the 
Indians if they had done their duty ? 
Anfwer. If they had been together, I think they were. 
ueftion. By the Court. What time did you return to the army from the 
action of the 210? , 

Anfwer. About 5 o'clock р. м. The action commenced foon after day-light. 

Queftion. Ву the Court. Did you fee any thing of the detachment under 
Major Ray on your return? 

Anfwer. Гм only a party 3 miles from camp, under Captain Craig that 
were going to our fupport. | 

ueftion. By the Court. What was the difpofition of the militia after you 
returned to thé army, were they well affected to the fervice and orderly? 

Anfwer. І think they were very diforderly, and very inattentive to. their 
duty, and fome appearances of mutiny among them, with both officers and 
men, and turned out upon one occafion particularly, to oppofe a punifhment 
that had been ordered by the General. 

. Queftion. By the Court. Do you remember any thing of General Harmar’s 
ordering his cannon to fire upon them ? 

Anfwer. I remember that General Harmar once faid, that if the militia 
behaved again, їй fo fcandalous a manner, that he would order his cannon to 
fire on them. 

Enfign Britt being fworn, depofed—That with refpe& to the perfonal con. 
du& of General Harmar, he knew that he was indefatigable in making 
arrangements for the execution of the plans which.had been formed for the 
expedition ; and he alfo knew that the difficulties were great which the 
General had to encounter in organizing the militia, and in endeavouring to 
eftablifh that harmony, which was wanting in their commanding officers 
Colonels Hardin and Trotter; which heaccomplifhed apparently to their fatis- 
factiori---that he was at all times diligent in attending to the conduct of the 
officers in the different departments of the army, and that he was abwaysready 
to attend to fuch occurrefices, as were coníequent to the fame, and the 
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neceffary exertions to have his orders carried into execution were not wanting ; 
but that there were great deficiencies on the part of the militia, either owing 
to the want of authority in fome of their officers, or from their ignorance or 
inattention—that the generality of them, fcarcely deferved the name of any 
thing like foldiers—that they were шоу /ub/litutes for others, who had 
nothing to ftimulate them to do their duty—that as to the difpofitions for the 
order of march, form of encampment, and order of battle, they were matters 
which he being a young officer could fay little about; he prefumed they would 
anfwer for themíelves—that the General's motives for detaching Colonel 
Hardin on the 14th O&ober when they were told they were but то leagues 
from the Indian towns, ' he fuppofed to be, from information they received by. 
a prifoner who was taken on the 13th, that the Indians at the Maumee village 
were in great confternation and confufion, and the profpe&s were, they might 
be eafily defeated if found in that fituation—that in order to fupport this de- 
tachment, the horfes of the army were ordered to be tied up at night, fo that 
‚ the whole army might be ready to march early in the morning, which was:done 
accordingly, and that when Colonel Hardin reached the village, the main 
body was not more than 5 or 6 miles in his rear—that the detachment under 
Colonel Trotter was ordered to reconnoitre for 3 days the neighbourhood, to 
endeavour to find out the Savages, who had fled from their towns—that this 
party returned the evening of the fame day they ftarted, and next morning 
Colonel Hardin marched with the fame party and fell in with the Indians—that 
an engagement enfued, іп which he was routed,, owing to the cowardly beha- 
viour of the militia under his command—that the motives which he concéived 
led to detaching the party under Major Wyllys on the 21 were, that the 
Indians having avoided engaging the whole army, would colleé at their 
towns, and harrafs the rear and flanks, as much as poffible ф its return, and 
а ЙтоКе at them before they could affemble in large bodies, would prevent 
their doing it with much effe&—that the party accordingly met with the 
Indians, and a battle followed in which numbers were killed on both fides— 
that the moment the news of this arrived in camp Major Ray with his batta- 
lion of Kentuckey militia, was ordered to march to the fupport of ‘Major 
Wyllys, but that he did not proceed far before he returned. 

Queftion. By the Court. Did you at any time in the courfe of the campaign 
perceive that General Harmar was intoxicated ? 

Anfwer. Idid not, I lived in the General's family and fhould have known 
it, had any thing of that kind happened. - . 

Do&or 4//оп. being fworn, depofed—That the organization of the 

army, the orders of march, encampment and battle, -were queftions 
which would be more amply anfwered by а reference to the orderly 
book, than they could be from the mere relation of ап individual, or from 
any other official information—that as to the motives which influenced 
the detachments of the 14th, 19th and 218 October, thofe were queftions, 
which if anfwered at all, muft be merely fpeculative opinions, which it was 
not always prudent to divulge, nor would they in his judgment, be admitted 
as evidence, or even perufed by any tribunal, and therefore were nugatory, 
and as he had not the honour of being ih the cabinet, it was utterly out of his 
power to give any other—that as foon as the news arrived of the misfortune 
of the third detachment, a reinforcement was immediately ordered by the 
General, but whether it a&ually fet out, or what ‘induced it to return, he 
could not fay, or whether fufficiently ftrong, he did not conceive himfelf а” 
judge. His fituation as furgeon, prevented a minute attention to every, or 
indeed any of the arrangements of the army ; yet, as far asthey came within 
his view, or knowledge, they were judicious and uniform, that every 
attehtion was paid to the army by the General in every fituation, that every 
Пер was taken by him, that prudence and military knowledge could fuggelt, 
the circumftances of the army would permit, or that neceffity required. 
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Lieutenant Denny being fworn, depofed——That General Harmar began hiš 
preparations for the campaign {foon after the 15th-July, and that-every:day was 
employed in the moft induftrious manner, that the calculations for provifions, 
horfes and ftores, were immediately made out, and orders given accordingly, 
that great exertions were шей by Captain Fergu/on to get in readinefs the 
artillery, and military ftores, and indeed every onicer was bufily engaged under 
the eye of the General, in fitting out neceflary matter for the expedition, but 
particularly the Quarter-Mafter, nota moment’s time appeared to be loft— 
xsth and 16th September the Kentuckcy militia arrived, but inftead of feeing 
active rifle-men, fuch as is fuppofed to inhabit the frontiers, -they faw a parcel 
of men, young in the country, and totally unexperienced in the bufinefs- they 
came upon, fo much (о, (һас many of them did not even know how to keep 
their arms in firing order, indeed their whole object feemed to be nothing 
more than to fee the country, without rendering any fervice whatever. A 

great many of their guns wanted repairs, and as they could not put them in... 
order, our artificers were obliged to be employed, a confiderable number 
came without any guns at all—Kentuckey feemed as if ће wifhed to comply 
with the requifitions of Government, as-ineffectually as poflible, for it was 
evident that about two thirds of the men ferved only to fwell their numbers— 
19th September а {mall detachment of Pennfylvania militia arrived, and the 
25th of September Major Doughty with two companies of federal troops joined 
them from Mutkingum—Governor St. Clair had arrived from New-York the 
224, and the remains of the Pennfylvania militia came on the 25th. The 
militia lat mentioned were fimilar to the other, 200 many fub/titutes. The 
General loft no time in organizing them, tho’ he met with many difficulties— 
the colonels were difputing for the command, and the one moft popular was 
leaft intituled to it. The General's defign was to reconcile all parties, 
which he accomplifhed after much trouble. The Kentuckians compofed three 
battalions, under the Majors Hall, M‘Mullen and Ray, with Lieutenant 
Colonel Commandant Trotter at their head. The Pennfylvanians were formed 
into one battalion under Lieutenant Colonel Trubley, and Major Paul, the 
whole to be commanded by Colonel ohn Hardin, jubje& to the orders of 
General Harmar—That on the 26th September the militia marched on the 
rout towards the Indian towns—the 3oth the General having got forward all 
the fupplies that he expected, he moved out with the federal troops, formed 
into two бта battalions under the immediate command of Major Wyllys and 
Major Doughty, together with Captain Fergufon’s company of artillery, and 
three pieces of ordnance. On the 3d of O&ober General Harmar joined the 
advanced troops early in the morning, the remaining part of the day was 
{репе in forming the line of march, the order of encampment and battle, and 
explaining the fame to the militia field officers. General Harmar’s orders will 
fhew the feveral formations. On the 4th the army took up the order of march 
as is defcribed in the orders. On the sth a reinforcement of horfemen, and 
mounted infantry joined from Kentuckey. The dragoons were formed into 
two troops ; the mounted rifle-men made a company, and this {mall battalion 
of light troops were put under the command of Major Fontaine. The whole: 

of General Harmar’s command then may be ftated thus 


3 Battalions of Kentuckey militia 

1 ditto Pennfylvania ditto | 1143 
1 ditto light troops mounted ditto 

2 ditto federal troops 320 


Total 1453 
The line of march was certainly one of the beft that could be adopted, and 
great attention was paid to keep the officers with their commands in proper 
order, and the pack-horfes, &c. as compact as poffible. The order of en- 
campment appeared to be well calculated, not only for defence, but to preferve 
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the horfes and cattle from being loft; however, notwithftanding evety pre- | 
caution was tåken, -and repeated orders given to the horfe-mafters, to hopple 
well their horfes, and direétions to the officers and men not to fuffer any to 

afs through the lines, many of them, owing to the carelefsnefs of the militia, 
and the fcareity of food, (Но? great attention was paid in the choice of ground) 
broke loofe апа ftrayed thro’ the lines after night, and even paffed the chain 
of fentries which encircled the camp and were loft. Patroles of horfemen were 
-ordeved out every morning by day-light, tofcour the neighbouring woods, and 
to bting in any horfes that might have broke through the lines, and a ftanding 
order directed the pickets to turn out бта! parties, and drive in every horfe. 
This was done he believed, -to expedite the movement of the army. "There 
was no lefs attention paid to fecuring the cattle, every evening when the army 
-halted, the guard which'was compofed of a commiffioned officer and thirty or 
.thirty-five-men, built a yard always within the chain of fentries, and fome- 
times in the fquare of encampment, and placed a füfficient number of fentries 
‘sound the enclofure, which effe&ually preferved them, there was not more 
'than two or three head loft during the whole of the campaign—On the 1 ath 
of @étober early in the morning a patrole of horfemen captured a Shawanee 
4ndian—On the 14th 'October Colonel Hardin was detached with боо light 
-troops to pufh for the Miami village, he believed that this detachment was fent 
‘forward in-confequence of the intelligence gained of the Shawanee ‘prifoner, 
“which was, that the Indians were clearing out as faft as poffible, and that if 
they did-not make more hafte, the towns would be evacuated before their 
arrival As it was impoffible for the main body of the army, ‘with all their 
train, to haften their march much, the General thought proper to fend on 
‘Colonel Hardin in hopes of taking a few, before they would all get off. This ~ 
‘night the horfes were all ordered to be tied ‘up,’ that the army might ftart by 
day-light, on purpofe to keep as near ‘Colonel Hardin as роЫе, the diftance | 
to the Indian towns when the ‘detachment marched a-head was about thirty-five | 
iniles—On the 15th every exertion ‘was шей to get forward the main body this | | 


day, they found that the advanced party had gained but very few miles—On 
the 16th in the evening met an exprefs from Colonel Hardin who had got into 
the village, informing the General that the enemy had abaridoned every place. 
On the 17th about noon, the army arrived at the Omee towns—On the 18th - 
Col, Trotter was ordered out with-three hundred men, militia and regulars, to 
reconnoitre the country, and to endeavour to make fome difcoveries of the. 


enemy; he marched but a few miles, when his advanced horfemen came upon ) | 

two Indians and killed them; the Colonel was contented with this vi&oty and P 

| returned to camp. Colonel Hardin was difpleafed becaufe Colonel Trotter did f 
not execute liis orders, and requefted the General to give him the command of $. 

the party, it was granted, and accordingly Hardin marched next morning, but | 

he believed he had пос two thirds of his number when two miles from camp, | 

for to his certain knowledge, тану of the militia left him on the march and | 

l 


returned to their companies. Whether he knewit or not he could not tell, but 
that he proceeded on with a determination to trace fome Не! figns of the 
enemy—he believed the plan was merely to gain fome knowledge of the Savages. — i 
He at length came upon a party not exceeding one hundred, but was worfted, 
owing entirely as he was infotmed to the fcandalous behaviour of the militia, | 
many of whom never fired а fhot, but ran off at the firft noife of the Indians, 4 
and left the few regulars to be facrificed, fome of them never halted until they | 
croffed the Ohio. The army in the mean time was employed burning and 
deftroying the houfes and corn, fhifting their pofition from one town to 
another--that on the 2rft of O@ober the army having burned five villages, 
befides the capital town, and confumed or deftroyed near twenty thoufand 
bufhels of corn in ears, took up the line of march on the rout back to Fort 
Wafhington and encamped about 8 miles from the ruins—that about nine 
o'clock р. м. the General ordered out доо choice men, militia and regulars, 
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under the command of Major Wyllys to return to the towns, intending to 
furprize any parties, that might be affembled there, fuppofing that the Indians 
would colle& to fee how things were left. The General had felt the enemy, 
knew their ftrength, and calculated much upon the fuccefs of this enterprize— 
that it was the general opinion the force of the Savages was nothing equal to 
this detachment, and unlefs by fome fuch means, there was no poflibility of 
getting any advahtáge of them, however the beft laid plan was іп fome meafure 
defeated, by the difobedience of the militia, who ran in purfuit of fmall parties, 
and left Major Wyllys unfupported—the confequence was, that the Major 
with molt part of the regulars were killed, and oux lofs was equal if not greater 


than, the favagés—that the intention of this detachment was evident to all the . : 


army, dnd would have anfwered the fulleft expectations, provided а due obe- 
dience had been obferved onthe part of the militia—to provide againft difobe- 
dience of orders was what he believed no one would think of, and had it not been 
the cafe the Major in his opinion might have returned crowned with laurels. 
That the main body waited for the return of this detachment but to their mor- 
tification about eleven o'clock a. м. of the 22d a fellow who ran back from the 
field, gave them information of Major Wylly's misfortune—General Harmar 
immediately difpatched Major Ray with his battalion to the affiftance of the par- 
ties, but the Major did not get the length, before he met Colonel Hardin return- 
ing to camp with his wounded. He was led to believe that about this time, the 
General loft the confidence he had in the militia, thofe of them among the 
dead, were of the beft men, that the effective ftrength was very much reduced 
by ficknefs and otherways—the regular troops did not furnifh more than two 
hundred they were in his opinion very infufficient, and he was alfo clearly of 
opinion, that had the enemy made an attack upon their camp that evening or 
the morning following, the militia were fo panick ftruck that very few of them 
would have ftood, the confequences that would have happened, ftared every 
petfon with horror, the fick and wounded, and all the ftores, artillery, &c. 
would have fallen a prey to the favages—that this was alfo the opinion of feveral 
of the principal officers who advifed General Harmar of the danger ofattempting 
to return to the towns, from the time it would take up, and the probability 
that the delay would give the favages time to colle& from diftant quarters. He 
obfetved that the 22d October was employed in fixing biers for the wounded, 
and in making repairs. Не alfo obferved that the Ной had deftroyed the food 
early ón their march out and that the horfes of the army were now become 
very much reduced, fo much fo, that it was utterly impoffible for the main 
body to perform any thing rapidly, and to get back upon the road which they 
had fo lately paffed, was attended with difficulty, he faid that the preateft 
attention was paid, the little army was kept compact, and vigilance was the 
word from all who had any reputation to lofe—That the militia on their return 
began to be refractory, fhewing great figns of a revolt, difcharging their 
pieces in open defiance of the general orders, fome of them however were 
dete&ed and punifhed, which gave umbrage and was afterwards the caufe of 
many ill-natured reports, fpread without any foundation, to injure the General's 
reputation. Не further obferved that the army returned by flow marches, 
back to Fort Wafhington—That General Harmar' condu& during the 
campaign, was obferved to be fober, fteady, and attentive to the fervice, and 
as his duty required him to be frequently near the General, fhould certainly 
have difcovered it, had he been at any time intoxicated, as has been reported. 
Ivery evening as duly as the army halted, the General made his remarks for 
that day, and iffued orders for the movement and arrangements for the next, 
arid every morning he was found among the firft prepared for the field. 


'The Court adjourned to to-morrow morning 9 o'clock. 


SEPTEMBER 18th, 9 o'clock, A. M.—The Court met agreeably to adjourn- 
ment, and again adjourned to September rgth, at 3 o'clock в, м, 
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SEPTEMBER roth, three o'clock р. м.—ТЬе Court having met again, ad- 
journed to to-morrow morning 9 o'clock. | 


SEPTEMBER 20th.—The Court having met according to adjournment— 


Major Ziegler being fworn, depofed, —That {оте time had elapfed before the 
different corps and battalions could be organized, on account of rank— the 
militia officers difputing for the command ; and after a good deal of exertion 
by General Harmar, they commenced their march on the 3oth September 1790. 
The militia under Colonel Hardin, having been fent on afew days before, and 

“оп the 3d October, they joined the militia, and took up their line of march, 
and encamped as mentioned in the General’s orders. He obferved that the 
orders of march and encampment, motions, &c. &c. were fuch as would 
have done honor to the firit officers either in America or Europe. АП necef- 
fary precautions were obferved to gain the point General Harmar fet out for, 
On the 14th O&ober he was ordered to advance with Colonel Hardin com- 
manding so rank and file of the federal troops, being part of fix hundred 
men—at ten o'clock they took up their march, and before they left the 
ground the reft of. the army was ordered to parade and follow them, which 
he remembered to have feen the army from an eminence, as hé inclined | 
towards the left, with the column to which he.was attached. The 1sth 
about three o'clock p. м. they arrived at the Miami villages, and at the fame 
time Colonel Hardin fent an exprefs to General Harmar, to inform him that 
the villages were evacuated. It was his opinion that the motives for this 
manœuvre was in confequence of a Shewanufe which they taok a few days 
before, and who acquainted the General that the Indians were ready to. move 
away, the army arrived the 17th—in the forenoon and that day as well as the 
тей they were all bufy in deftroying the Indian corn, &c. &c. He furthér 
obferved that on the 18th Colonel Trotter was detached with three hundred 
men of militia, including thirty federal troops, but that the Colonel returned 
the fame day without bringing any information, and that on the morning 
following, Colonel Hardin took command of the fame party, and advanced 

„tọ procure fome knowledge of the enemy, and on his difcovering the enemy 

`` thofe which were in the rear would not come up and fupport thofe engaged in 
front, and very few of thofe in front, ftopped but ran and the militia fled in a 
fhameful manner, and the few federal troops not fupported, fell a facrifice ; 
the Major faid that a ferjeant of militia behaving very improper at that: time, 
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could not be bro't to trial, on account of a brother of his being a captain, and г 
who made parties that would have been attended with bad confequences, fhould t 
he be punifhed, as his brother declared he would raife fome men, and bid " 
defiance. That, on the 21% OGober 1790, after they had deftroyed a great Я 
quantity of corn and буе or fix villages, they took up their line of march d 


towards Fort Wafhington, and at night Major Wyllys was detached with four 
hundred choice men, in hopes to furprize a body that might be at the ruins— 
this party was fuppofed to be fufficiently ftrong for any number of the enemy 
embodied. Major Wyllys marched in three columns with intention to. join 
with the right and left columns, at the Miami village, but that the column 
under the command of Major M*Mullen fell in with a fmall party of Indians, 
they followed them and difobeyed the orders of Major Wyllys, in purfuing 
them and leaving the others unfupported, and fo was the left wing, which 
would not have been if they had joined him, as he fuppofed it to be fuf- 
ciently {trong for that party. Не alfo remembered very well being on picket, | ET 
or commanding one of the wings as captain au Carrée, when the firt men : 
arrived with the intelligence, that their party had gained ground—~and at that 2 
very inftant General Harmar ordered Major Ray with his battalion to the 1 
affiftance of thofe engaged, leaít that information fhould not prove true, but | 
he went two miles or two and a half then meeting the {cattered detachment, 1 
returned to the great furprize of General Harmar—that the fuccefs of the | 
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detachment was defeated іп à great meafure by the militia running a-head, 

and leaving Major Wyllys unfupported.— The army remained this day in 

drefling and fixing the wounded—the militia behaving fo Бай іа feveral 

inftances, deítroyed every confidence the General had in them, otherwife he 

would have returned with the army, butas things were fituated, it would have 

been running too great a hazard. Thearmy returned back to Fort Wafhing- 

ton, nothing appeared wanting on the part of the General, every attention 

was paid to the army to guard againft furprize. ‘The Major obferved that there 

had been very injurious reports, fpread about General Harmar, but if he was 

to be credited; he knew of nothing that could be alledged againft him, or that 

em could poffibly injure his reputation, in апу refpe&t, the good of the fervice, 

appeared to be his conftant йаду. 

ео By the Court. І think, Sir, you faid that on the 15th at three 

o'clock р. м. you arrived at the Miami village, what did you do alter your 
arrival there, were the militia in good order? 

Anfwer. When we arrived we were very much fatigued, having marched 
twenty-eight miles that day, I directed that my own men fhould not go thirty 
yards from camp. The militia like a rabble ftrolled into the neighbouring 

- villages, in parties of thirty or forty after plunder, fuch was the fituation that 
one hundred and fifty Warriors might have beat us off the ground. 

Queftion. By the Court. Did you fee any ейге in the militia to return ао 
the ground where Major Wyllys was defeated, or do you fuppofe they would 
have gone had they been ordered to go? 

А Anfwer. Ifuppofethey would not have gone—they appeared to be panick 
ruck. 

Queftion. By the Court. Ате you of opinion that the perfonal condu& of 
the General was regular, fteady and tended to the good of the fervice ? 

Anfwer. Undoubtedly fo, and very much to the credit of the General. 

ueftion. By the Court. From your long knowledge of fervice do you 
think that from the complexion of the troops General Harmar had to organize, 
that the formation of the army was judicious? 

Anfwer. IJ think it was. 

B M Do you think that the order of march and encampment, was 
calculated to fecure every part of the army and its appendages ? 

Anfwer. Yes, very much fo. 

ueftion. By the Court. From your experience, do you think that the 
order of battle directed by General Harmar was judicious ? 
‘ Anfwer. Yes, perfectly fo. | 

Captain Doyle being fworn, depofed—That previous to the campaign going 
out laft fall every day was employed in the той induftrious manner—on the 
arrival of the Kentuckey militia they were all much.difappointed, that inftead 
of feeing complete rifle-men, many were armed with old mufkets, much out 
of repair—the General immediately ordered them repaired with all expedition. 
He referred the Court as to the line of march, to the General's orderly book, 
and informed the Court, that the perfonal conduct of the General through the 
campaign was uniform and fteady, and that had the General's orders been 
ftrictly obeyed, he was confident he muft have come home with honour. Аз 
to what influencéd the. General to make detachments he could not fay—he was 
in the detachment of the 14th O&ober, and that the behaviour of the militia 
in that detachment, was very difgraceful, they ran from town to town in 
purfuit of plunder, contrary to orders, and on the arrival of General Harmar 
at the town two thirds of them difperfed in the fame manner—the General 
ordered cannon to be fired, merely to collect them, and he at the fame time 
harrangued the officers informing them of the ill-confequences of fuch condu&. 
That the General's not returning to the village after the ill-fuccefs of the laft 
detachment, he believed was owing to his not having confidence in his army. 
At that time there was a great rumour in camp, the general voice was for 
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returning, their horfes were much worn down, and the militia fhewed. great 


бриз of revolt, The reports that the militia circulated after their return home, 
and which was much to the prejudice of General Harmar, was he believed 
owing to the General's havirig a few of them punifhed for difobedience of 
orders, he thought it certain, that they had no grounds for their ill-natured 
reports, and that General Harmar would have been juftifiable in arrefting one 
or two of the moft popular field-officers, and fending them home with dif- 
grace—but a thing of that kind he obferved would have broke up the army, 
He knew of no part of the Generals condu& during the whole of the campaign, 
that could be cenfured, without it was fhewing too much lenity to the militia, 


` and thanking them for their condu&, when they merited punifhment. 


Quettion. !By the Court. Do you think that the fending the detachment 
under Major Wyllys tended eventually to the prefervation of the army ? 

Anfwer. I think the Indians would have harraffed us уёгу much on our 
return if that detachment had not been made. 

Queftion. By General Harmar. Did the enemy annoy the army at all after 
that detachment was made? 7 

Anfwer. No they did not. ч. 

Опе ол, By General Harmar, Did we {ее any Indians afterwards ? 

Anfwer. We did not. 

Lieutenant Sedam being fworn, depofed— That he had the honour of ferving 
under General Harmar laft fall on a campaign againít the Indians of the 
Maumee village, and that he faw nothing in his conduct, but what he 
thought was very proper, that relative to the organization of the army, he 
was but little acquainted, and therefore referred the Court to the General's 
orderly book—that he was entirely unacquainted with General Harmar's 
motives for fending out the different detachments, and if thofe detachments 
were not properly fupported, it did not appear to him to be the fault of the 
General, for the militia were a poor fet, and behayed very Ш upon all occa- 
fions—that after the firt action, he heard Major Paul of the Pennfylvania 
militia fay—he hoped General Harmar would not put any confidence in them, 
for he was fure they would not fight. 

Queftion. By General Harmar. When I was upon the return at Chilicothée, 
I ordered one of the militia to be whipped, I was informed that Colonet Trotter 
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and Major M*Mullen faid I had no right to роп them—did you hear me _ 


reprimand them for that condu& ? 

Anfwer. After the man was punifhed, I heard you fay to Colonel Trotter 
and Major M*Mullen, that you would fend them both home with difgrace, for 
their bad conduct. | А 

Enfign Arm/trong being fworn, depofed as follows—That the militia being 
ordered into battalions and organized in which he knew the General met with 
great difficulty—that. the order of march and encampment could be better 
afcertained by a reference to the orderly book, than any thing he could add 
on the fubje&t—that the conduct of the militia in every inftance feemed calcu: 
lated to obítru& every meafure adopted by General Harmar—that the conduc 
of the General in every particular was perfectly confiftent and uniform, and 
every {tep taken by him appeared to be the di&tates of prudence and fobriety— 
that what induced the General to fend out the detachments was wholly unknown 
to him, and therefore unanfwerable by him. u 

Captain Arm/ffrong being fworn, depofed—That on report being made to 
GeneralHarmar, by Major M*Mullen and others, that the tracks of women 
and children had been feen on the route leading towardsthe Kickapoo towns, 
à North-weft courfe, and fuppofing the enemy had left their families and bag- 
gage not far diftant from camp, Gen. Harmar, on the morning of OGober 18th, 
detached Colonel Trotter, Colonel Hall, Major Ray, and Major M*Mullen, 
with thirty federal troops, the mounted infantry, part of the cavalry, and a 
detachment of militia, amounting in the whole to 300 men.—After they had 
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proceeded about ohe mile, the cavalry gave chace to an Indian, who was 
mounted; him they overtook and killed—before they returned to the column, 
a fecond one appeared, on which the four field officers left their commands, 
and purfued, leaving the troops near half an hour without any directions 
whatever.—The cavalry came acrofs the fecond Indian, and after wounding 
one of their party, killed him alfo.—When the infantry came up to this place, 
they immediately fell into confufion, which he gained permiffion to leave them 
{оте diftance on the road, where he formed an ambufcade.—After he had 
been fome time at his ftation, a fellow on horfeback came to him, who had loft 
the party in purfuit of the firft Indian; he was much frightened, and faid he 
had been purfued by fifty mounted Indians.—That on his telling this ftory to 
Colonel Trotter, notwithftanding his obfervations to him, he changed his route, 
marched in various diréctions until night, when he returned to camp.—That 
on their arrival in camp, General Harmar fent for him; and after anfwering 
him many queftions, ordered onefubaltern and twenty militia to join his com- 
mand.— With thofe he croffed the river St. Jofeph about ten at night, and with 
a guide proceeded to an Indian town, about two miles diftant; where he conti- 
nued with his party until morning of the r9th.—Hlis party fired upon an Indian 
and retook from him two horfes.—About nine o'clock he joined the remainder 
of the detachment under Colonel Hardin.—They marched on the route Colonel 
Trotter had purfued the day before, and after pafling a morafs about five miles 
diftant, they came to where the enemy had encamped the day before.—Here 
they made a fhort halt, and the commanding officer difpofed of the parties at 
а diftance from each other; after a halt of half an’ hour, they were ordered 
to move on, and Captain Faulkner’s company was left on the ground; the 
Colonel having neglected giving him orders to move on. After they had pro- 
ceeded about three miles, they fell in with two Indians on foot, who threw off 
their packs, and the brufh being thick, made their efcape.—He -then afked 
Colonel Hardin where Captain Faulkner was? He faid he was loft, and then 
fent Major Fontaine with part of the cavalry in fearch of him, and moved on 
with the remainder of the troops.—That fome time after he informed Colonel 
Hardin, a gun had fired in their front, which might be confidered as an alarm 
gun, and that he faw where a horfe had come down the road, and returned 
again; but the Colonel ІНІ moved on, giving no orders, nor making апу 
arrangements for an attack.—-That fome time after he difcovered the enemy's 
fires at a diftance, and informed the Colonel, who replied, that they would 
not fight, and rode in front of the advance, until fired on from behind the fires; 
when he the Colonel retreated, and with him all the militia except nine, who 
continued with him, and were inftantly killed, with twenty-four of the federal 
troops—that feeing his laft man fall and being furrounded by the favages, he 
threw himfelf into a thicket and remained there three hours in day-light, during 
that time he had ап opportunity of feeing the enemy pafs and repafs and con- 
ceived their numbers did not amount to one hundred men—that fome were 
mounted, others armed with rifles, and the advance with tomahawks only— 
he was of opinion that had Colonel Trotter proceeded on the 18th agreeable 
to his orders, having killed the enemy's fentinels, they would have furprifed 
their camp and with eafe defeated them, or had Colonel Hardin arranged his : 
troops, or made any military difpofition on the 19%, that they would have 
gained a victory, their defeat he therefore afcribed to two caufes, the un-officer- 
like condu& of Colonel Hardin (who he believed was a brave man) and the 
cowardly behaviour of the militia~many of them threw down their arms 
loaded, and he believed that none except the party under his conimand fired a 
gun. What he faw of the condu& of the militia on that day, and what he 
felt by being under the command of a man who wanted military talents, has 
caufed him to determine, that he would not willingly fight with the one, or be 
commanded by the other. That he referred the Court to the orderly-book 
which pointed out the line of march, encampment and battle. 
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Queftion. By the Court. Are you clearly of opinion that if the militia had 
done their duty, they were fully competent to have defeated the Indians? 


Queftion. By the Court. According to your ideas, as an officer of expe- 
rience was the formation and arrangement of the different corps of the army 
by General Harmar at the commencement of the expedition judicious ? 

Anfwer. I think they were. 

Queftion. By the Court. Did the line of march appear to you to be a judi- 
cious one, calculated for the protection of the army in all its parts? 

Anfwer. I think fo. | | 

Queftion. Ву. the Court. Do you think the mode of encampment was calcu- 
lated both for defence and protection? | 

Anfwer. Аз much fo аз any one that could ро Ыу be adopted. 

Queftion. By the Court. What was your opinion of the General's order of 
battle ? " 

Anfwer. I think it was a judicious one. 

Queftion. By the Court. Do you think that the making the detachment of 


‚һе 210 was in its confequences ufeful to the return of the army? 


Anfwer. І can judge from circumftances only that we were not harraffed 

by the enemy afterwards. Е 
. Queftion. By the Court. Do you know if any detachment was made for 
the purpofe of fupporting Major Wyllys ? 

Anfwer. As foon as information of the Major’s misfortune arrived in 
camp, the General ordered all the troops under arms, but whether any de- 
tachment was made from them or not I don't know. 

Queftion. By the Court. Do you fuppofe that if General Harmar had 
ordered the army back, the militia would have gone? 

Anfwer. lam of opinion that if а ferious attack had been made, that in 
fifteen minutes the militia would have deferted us and left the federal troops 
and artillery to be facrificed. 

Queftion. Ву General Harmar. По you recolle& the proceedings of the 
militia at Chilicothée on our return? | 

Anfwer. Irecolle& your faying to Colonel Trotter and Major M*Mullen, 
that you would poft them in their country, for their un-foldier-like condu& 


‘and that they ought to be hanged. 


Enfign Shamburgh being fworn, depofed—That the organization of the 
army under General Harmar was, as far as he was capable of judging in 
military affairs, exceedingly well—That the march, encampment and order of 
battle were alfo in his opinion very well planned—that he was not capable of 
judging of the motives, which influenced the detachments of the 14th, 19th and 
214 O&ober, but it was his opinion, at that time, that the General was appre- 
henfiye, that, as the Savages had been fuccefsful in the preceding engagements, 
they would harrafs his ‘army on his return, in confequence thereof he ordered 


the party commanded by Major Wyllys in order to check them, which he be- - 


lieved had its effe&—he recollected that the different detachments fent out were 
numerous and he believed fufficient to fight fuch number of Indians as were 


then together, if tħs commanding officers thereof had taken more precaution, _ 


he had been told at the time that Major Ray was ordered to fupport Major 
Wyllys, but he could not determine whether that officer had obeyed his orders. 
He obferved that the lofs of fo many pack-horfes, was owing to the negle&t of 
horfe-mafters, notwithftanding the repeated orders of the General on that 
head, it appeared to him as if they were parties concerned, and glad to lofe 
their horfes, becaufe they had а very great appraifement for the fame. Не 
obferved that he did duty in the ordnance department at that time, and had fifty 
pack-horfes under his dire&ion, which gave him an opportunity to know the 
negligence and incapacity of both horfe-mafters and drivers. 

Опе оп. By General Harmar. Do you think after the laft detachment was 

E | 


Anfwer. I think they were fully fo. am 
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made under Major Wyllys and the remains of his party returned to camp, tliat 
the militia would have góne back if they had been ordered ? 

Anfwer. І (пк по. 

Queítion. By the Court. Was the appearance of the militia after the а@оп 
of the 21 orderly or diforderly ? 

Anfwer. Very, diforderly. 

ee By the Court. Was there any particular caufe afcribed that you 
heard of fot their diforderly conduct? | 

Anfwer. Not that I know of, the militia both officers and men feemed de- 
termined to go home, and faid frequently that ten federal regiments fhould not 
keep them. | 

ueftion. By the Court. Did you obferve whether the militia were as well 
treated as the federal troops ? 

Anfwer. Perfe&ly the fame. 

Enfign Gaines (who was captain of horfe in General Harmar's expedition) 
being fworn, depofed— That on the expedition he was almoft évery evening 
at General Harmar's tent until the 44th October, when he was detached for- 
wards to Fort Wafhington, and thát during the whole time he did not fee 
General Harmar in the leaft intoxicated with liquor, but that on the contrary 
the General conducted the army іп a manner which in his eftimation did him 
great honour, Не further obferved, that he had ferved on a number of ехре- 
ditions againft theSavages, undertaken by the militia of Kentuckey, and that 
he never faw in any of them, the like: good order and military arrangement 
which accompanied General Harmar’s expedition—he alfo obferved that the 
people in Kentuckey never alledged any charge againft General Harmar, until 
Colonel John Hardin had acquitted himfelf, before а Board of Enquiry of 
feveral charges exhibited againft him, refpeCting his condu&t on that expedi- 
tion—that the populace finding nothing they could fay to the prejudice of the 
Colonel would be believed, levelled their malice at General Harmar. Не did 
not conceive that any.thing would have been faid againft the General in that 
country, if a Baptift preacher's fon who refides there had not been whipped in 
the army for difobedience of orders. 

Queftion. By tbe Court. І think you fay you have been in feveral expedi- 
tions againft the Indians—did the militia who were with General Harmar con- 
du& better or worfe, than thofe in other expeditions? 

. Anfwer. Much better, Sir. 

Оле оп, By the Court. Was you in the aGtion of the 19th? 

Anfwer. I was. 

Опе оп. By the Court. Is it your opinion, that if the militia had been 
properly arranged in that а Поп, and would have fought, that they would have 
been fufficient to have defeated the Indians? 

Anfwer. Уез—Юг it appeared to me that the Indians were furprized—that 
if Colonel Trotter on the preceding day had not returned, he шой certainly 
тай have been in their camp, and completely defeated them; for I had taken 
two of their fpies the day before, which appeared to be the only two they had 
out. 

Queftion. By the Court. Do you think that if General Harmar had ordered 
the army back, after the action of the a1ft, that the militia would have gone ? 

Anfwer. They would not have gone willingly. I think in that cafe there 
would have been danger of mutiny. When the militia of Major Wyllys’ de- 
tachment were ordered to match, they appeared tobe unwilling to go, and 
fome were fo much fo—as to cry. 

Queftion. By ihe Court. Is it your opinion, that the movement of the de- 
tachment under Major Wyllys, , had a good effect in fecuring the army from 
being attacked and'harraffed on its return ? 

Anfwer, Ithink it had a very good effect. 

Queftion. By the Court. Did the Indians ever attack you afterwards? 

Anfwer. Not while I continued with the army. 


' (С 19) 

Captain Afheton being fworn, depofed—That the organization of General 
Harmar's army was а fource of trouble and difficulty, arifing from difputes 
among the militia officers for precedency; but when effected, was in all its parts 
Íyftematical.-— That the organization of the army, the order of march, encamp- 
ment, and battle, when duly confidered, cannot fail to raife the General in the 
eftimation of every military man,—That it had been bafely reported, that the 
General was in a ftate of intoxication nearly the whole of the campaign. This he 
afferted to be a malicious falfehood ; and he averred, that his perfona] condu&, 
during that time will ever do him honour.—He faid the motives which influ- 
enced the detachments of the 14th, 19th and 218 OGober, could only be 
accounted for by the General himfelf: but he fuppofed, that the detachment un- 
der Col. Hardin, was fent in confequence of information gained from a prifoner 
taken on the morning of the 13th, and from a Frenchman employed as a guide, 
who reported, that it was fomething more than half a day's ride from a place 
called the French Store (at which place the army encamped the night of the 
1 3th) to the Maumee villages.—This detachment was fupported by the whole 
army, and moved off the ground at the fame time with as much rapidity as pof- 
fible, and arrived at the villages onthe 17th, where the army encamped. Оп 
the morning of the 18th, I mounted guard in front of the encampment. In the 
courfe of that day, I was informed that a detachment of зоо men was ordered 
out under Colonel Trotter, with three days provifion, with orders to {cour the 
country; but they returned the fame evening to camp, without effecting any 
thing. Colonelllardin, difgufted at the condu& of Colonel Trotter, and 
anxious to retrieve theloft honour of his countrymen, folicited the fame com- 
mand, which was granted. Не marched on the morning of the roth, while 
he was yet on guard, and was defeated the fame day by the Indians.—He could 
not fay what influenced the General to fend out a detachment on the 211, but 
he obferved that the Indians were flufhed with fuccefs in the action of the 19th. 
—That it had bécome neceflary to give them a fudden check, in order to pre- 
vent the army from being harraffed onits return; and that if this was the 
General's intention, he was fully perfuaded it had it's defired effe&. On the 
21%, the army marched eight miles from the Maumee villages on it's return; 
late that night a corps of 340 militia, and fixty of the federal troops under the 
command of Major Wyllys, were detached, that they might gain the vicinity 
of the Maumee villages before morning, and furprize any Indians who might 
be foundthere. Тһе detachment marched in three columns, the federal troops 
in the centre, at the head of which he was pofted, with Major Wyllys and 
Colonel Hardin in his front—the militia formed the columns to the right and 
left. From feveral delays, occafioned by the militia’s halting, they did not 
reach the banks of the Omee till fome time after fun rife. The {pies then difco- 
vered the enemy, and reported to Major Wyllys, who halted the federal troops, 
and moved the militia on fome diftance in front, where he gave his orders and 
plan of attack to the feveral commanding officers of corps—thofe orders were 
not communicated to him—that Major Wyllys referved the command of the 
federal troops to himfelf. Major Hall with his battalion was directed to take 
a circuitous route round the bend of the Omee river, crofs the Pickaway Fort 
(or St. Mary's) which brought him directly in the rear of the enemy, and there 
wait until the attack fhould commence with Major M‘Mullen’s battalion, Major. 
Fontaine's cavalry, and Major Wyllys with the federal troops, who all croffed 
the Omee at, and near the common fording place. After the attack commenced, 
the troops were by no means to feparate, but were to embody, or the batta- 
lions to fupport each other as circumftances required. From this difpofition it 
appeared evident, that it was the intention of Major Wyllys to furround the 
enemy, and that if Colonel Hall, who had gained his ground undifcovered, 
had not wantonly difobeyed his orders, by firing on a fingle Indian, the fur- 
prize muft have been complete. The Indians then fled with precipitation, the 
battalions of militia purfuing in different dire&ions. Major Fontaine made a 
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charge upon а fmall party of Savages; he fell the firft fire, and his troops dif-- 
perfed. The federal troops who were then left unfupported, became an eafy 
facrifice to much the largeft party of Indians that had been feen that day. It 
was his opinion, that the misfortunes of that day, were owing to the feparation 
of the troops, and difobedience of orders. After the federal troops were de- 
feated, and the firing in all quarters nearly ceafed, Colonel Hall and Major 
M*Mullen, with their battalions, met in the town, and after difcharging, clean- 
ing and Не loading their arms, which took up about half an hour, proceeded 
to join the army unmolefted. He was convinced that the detachment, if it 
had been kept embodied, was fufficient to have anfwered the fulleft expecta- 
tions of the General, and needed no fupport; but that he was informed a 
battalion under Major Ray, was ordered out for that purpofe. | 

Queftion. By tbe Court. Is it your opinion, thatif the General had ordered 

the army back, that the militia would have gone? 
.Anfwer. Ido not think they would. | 

Lieutenant Kerfey being fworn, depofed— That when the militia arrived at 
Fort Wafhington, they were formed into battalions and properly organized. 
He knew that General Harmar had a great deal of difficulty to get them ar- 
ranged; their arms and accoutrements were in very bad order. He wifhed to 
refer the Court to the General's orderly book for information relative to the 
order of march. In his opinion General Harmar’s conduct was uniform, fteady, 
and fober during the whole expedition. He was alfo of opinion, that the detach- 
ment of the 14th, was in confequence of information received from a prifoner, 
taken the morning before, which was, that the enemy were running away; and 
the detachment of the то, was to gain {fome knowledge of them, and the 
detachment of the 21й, was to furprize and take advantage of them; which 
in his opinien would have happened, had the militia attended to the directions 
and plan laid down forthat enterprize. Не obferved that the reduced ftate of 
the pack-horfes, notwithftanding every attention was paid to fecure and keep 
them in good condition, rendered it impoflible for the army to take any advan- , 
tage of the enemy.—The militia had proved that they were not to be depended 
upon; their daftardly behaviour in three inftances, deftroyed every confidence 
the General had in them. Не therefore determined to return, and not to 
hazard another engagement unlefs the enemy came in reach of the main body. 
That the army took up the march to return to Fort Wafhington, and it was 
with great difficulty that the General kept them together until they arrived there. 

ueftion. By the Court. From your knowledge of fervice, is it your opi- 
nion that the organization of the army was judicious ? 

Anfwer. I think it was. 

Queftion. By the Court. Do you think that all the movements of the army 
were fo connected, as to be able to fuftain each other in cafe of attack by the 
enemy ? 

Anfwer. I think they were. 

Queftion. By the Court. Do you think, that through the courfe of the cam- 
paign, the General's conduct was open and decifive throughout ? 

Anfwer. І пк it was. 

Queflion. By the Court. Was the conduct of the militia tolerably regular, 
on their advance towards the Maumee towns? 

Anfwer. It was more regular than it was on the return; but it was very 
irregular. 

Queftion. Ву the Court. Do you fuppofe that it was песеЙагу to make the 
detachment of the 21ft, in order to prevent the Indians harrafling the army on 
its return? | 

Anfwer. Г think it was, and for that purpofe. 

Queftion. By tbe Court. If the General had ordered the army to return to 
the towns, after Major Wyllys's misfortune, would the militia have gone? 

Anfwer. Ithink they would not—they would have mutinied. 


(2 ) 
Опе оп. By tbe Court. * Was the army harraffed by the Indians after the 
21 on its return? | 
Anfwer. Not to my knowledge, I believe there was not one feen. . 
The Court adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


SEPTEMBER 21{t.—The Court met according to adjournment. 


Major Heart was {worn, and depofed—That General Harmar’s condu& on 
his expedition in October 1790, was at all times fteady, calm, and deliberate, 
and was always attentive to the arrangements and applications made to him, 
and to the informations given, as far as came under his obfervation—that he 
was often at his quarters and marched in front of the right column, which 
was generally within fifty yards of him—That the organization of the army 
being publifhed in the daily orders, would fpeak for itfelf, he however never 
heard an individual find fault with it, during the campaign, or point out any 
defe&ts, except in the commiffary and pack-horfe departments, and in thofe the 
execution, and not the arrangements were found fault with—that the order of 
taarch was in three columns, covered with front, rear and flank guards, which 
order was generally preferved, and as well executed, as could be expected 
with a body compofed тойу of militia, and embarraffed with pack-horfes— 


that the encampment was in a fquare with the baggage, horfes, cattle and : 


ftores in center—guards were pofted in fuch manner as to-form a line of 
fentries round the whole, field officers appointed to difpofe thofe guards, and 
to fee duty well done, and they were fo difpofed as to prevent furprize, and had 
the horfe department followed orders would have fecured the horfes—as they 
had not occafion to form the line of battle, he could not determine how it 
would have been executed, but it was fimple, eafy to be underftood, and 
univerfally approved—With refpect to making the detachments he had never 
been in council, and could only affign fuch motives as offered themfelves at 
the time from a concurrence of circumftances—The detachment of the 14th 
he prefumed at that time was made in confequence of information obtained 
from a prifoner, that the Indians were confufed and diftra&ted in their councils, 
and was defigned to furprize them, prevent their concerting meafures to unite, 
and attack them and not give them time to fecure their provifions and property, 
and that the defired effect was anfwered, fo far as to prevent their fecuring fo 
much as they would otherways have done—The whole army was put in motion 
the moment the detachment moved off, and followed with as much rapidity as 
artillery and Йогез would admit of, to fupport the detachment—That the 
detachment of the 19th was made in confequence of repeated information of 
having difcovered a trail of men, women, and children, and on the fulleft 
affurance as he was then informed, that the detachment was adequate for 
attacking the party they were in queft of, a corps de referve was ordered but 
never came up, it was dark before information was brought to the General 
that the party were defeated, and a fupport could not be fent that night—a 
detachment was ordered to march next morning, but for what purpofe, he 
could not fay.—The detachment of the 21ft he had every reafon to believe was 
made on the general fyftem, viz. to find the enemy, and give them a check, 
to prevent their attacking and harraffing the army, on the retreat, and on that 
principle the detaching was inevitable—he did not know that any fupport was- 
ordered, he was on the left, but he knew that the greater part of the detach- 
ment came in very foon after the intelligence of the defeat was brought, and 
it was too late for giving any affiftance. Не did not expe& that the General 
would make a detachment to fupport them, after the repeated proofs that the 
militia would not ftand, and he prefumed the fituation of the horfes would not 
admit of returning with the army. He fuppofed the detachment calculated to 
cover itfelf, and doubtlefs would have happily fucceeded, had the right and 
left columns obeyed the orders which it is faid, Major Wyllys had given. Не 
knew of no one circumftance in the General's condu& during the expedition 
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which ought to injure his reputation, and tho’ the misfortunes of the 2116 were 
to be lamented, yet he believed the falvation of the remainder of'the army, the 


‘baggage and Юогев, were due only to the making that detachment. 


uéftion. By the Court. On the arrival of the troops in camp who were 
defeated on the 21, do you think from the ftate of mind the militia were in, 
that if the General had ordered the army back the militia would have gone? 
Anfwer. Ido not know whether they would or not, but if they had gone, 
and not having any place to retreat to, I am of opinion they would have fled 
as foon as they were attacked and have left the federal troops to be facrificed. 


The Court then adjourned to to-morrow morning nine o’clock. | 


SEPTEMBER 22d.—The Court having-met according to adjournment directed 
the Recorder to write the following letter to his Excellency, General St. Clair. 


SIR, 


I am directed by the Court of Enquiry now fitting in this place, to inform 
your Excellency that the Court have gone through the examination of all the 
witneffes, that have been adduced, and that thofe from Kentuckey that were 
referred to in your Excellency’s letter to the Prefident of the Court have not 
appeared—the Court are now ready to clofe their proceedings, unlefs your 
Excellency has information of any further evidence being ready, of which the 
Court beg to be informed. 

‘I have the honor to be, 
with the шой perfect refpect, 
| your Excellency’s 
Fort Wafhington, moft obedient fervant, 
September 22, 1791. . Winstow WARREN, 
Recorder to tbe Court. 
To his Excellency General St. Clair. | 


'То which letter his Excellency ‘General St. Clair fent the following anfwer: 


Fort Wafbington, September 22, 1791. 


SIR, 


You will pleafe to inform the Court, that I know of no evidences here, 
other than thofe that have been before them, and that it is not probable thofe 
from Kentuckey will come forwards, I therefore fee no reafon why the pro- 
ceedings fhould not be clofed. 

I am, Sir, 
your very humble fervant, 
Mr. Warren, Ar. ӛт. CLAIR. 
Recorder to the Court of Enquiry. 


Soon after the following letter was received. 


SIR, 


Sixcz I wrote to you amoment ago, Ihave been informed that it is pro- 
bable, more teftimony will be offered to the Court in the courfe of this day. 
If the Court then have not already clofed their proceedings, 1 wifh they would 
be pleafed to defer it until to-morrow morning, of which you pleafe to inform 


them. I am, Sir, 
your humble fervant, 
September 22, 1791, Ах. Эт. CLAIR. 
Mr. Warren. x 


To which the following anfwer was returned. 
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Fort Wafbington, September 22, 1791. 
Sir, | 


I лм directed by the Prefident of the Court of Enquiry, to inform your 
Excellency, that in confeguence of the laft létter with which you was pleafed. 
to honor them, they have adjourned, to meet to-morrow nine o’clock д. м, 

I have the honor to be, 
Your Excellency's шой obedient fervant, 


А Winstow WARREN. 
His Excellency General St. Clair. 


The Court then adjourned to September 23d, nine o’clock a. м. 


SEPTEMBER 23d.—The Court met according to adjournment—and no fur- 
ther Evidences appearing, came to a refolution to clofe their proceedings. 


The Court having deliberately confidered the Evidence before them feparately, 
and aggregately, are unanimous in the following opinion : 


Firfl. That the perfonal condu& of the faid Brigadier General Harmar, was 
irreproachable. 


Second. That the organization of the army, was calculated to fupport har- 
mony, and give mutual confidence to the feveral parts. - 


Third. That the order of march (a copy of which is annexed to thefe pro- 


ceedings) was perfe&tly adapted to the country through which the army had 
to раб. 


Fourth. That the order of encampment and battle (plans of which are аНо 
fubjoined) were judicious, ahd well calculated to give fecurity to the camp, 
energy to the troops, in cafe df attack, and fimple in it’s execution. 


Fifth. That there were jult reafons for the detachments of the r4th and 
19th of O&ober; that the detachment of the 21ft, was made on good princi- 
ples, and had the defigned effe& of fecuring the return of the army, and pre- 
venting the enemy from harraffing their rear—That the General had ordered 
fupport for the faid detachment in time, but that his orders were not properly 
executed —And that the condu& of the faid Brigadier General Jofiah Harmar 
merits high approbation. 

| PRESIDENT. 

Аней, S ` 
Winstow Warren, Lieut. and Adjutant 
to 2d United States Regiment, кесеге) 
to the Court. 


* The Depofitions No. 1, 2, 3, 4, have been handed in and read to the Court 2 


they have thought proper to fubjoin them to their proceedings for your Excel- 


lency's information. 


RICHARD BUTLER, Major General, : 


ee 
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GENERAL ORDERS. 


Camp about thirty-one miles from Fort Wafbington, on the waters 
of the Little Miami,—October 3, 1790. 


AS the Army is now affembled, the following line of march is to be obferved, 
viz. E 


ORDER or MARCH. 
Spies and Guides. 


| 


"Advance Company. 


~ 


Pioneers. a 


Cavalry. : | : Cavalry. 
M‘Mullen’s Battalion of Kentuckey Militia. 
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FEDERAL TROOPS. 
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NUMBER 1. 


Territory of the United w 
North-weft of the River Ohio. 


‘CALEB WORLEY, of the county of Fayette, in Ше diítri& of Ken- 
tuckey, Lieutenant in Colonel Paterfon's battalion of Kentuckey militia, maketh 
oath and faith ‘That this Deponent ferved as Lieutenant in a battalion of 
Kentuckey militia, commanded by Major M‘Mullen, on the late expedition 
‘andertaken againit the Savages of the Omee towns—and that he, this Depo- 
nent had very frequent opportunities of feeing and converfing with Brigadier 
General Harmar, who commanded the whole forces fo employed. ' And this 
Deponent faith, that he never did, to the beft of his knowledge, fee the faid 
General Harmar in a ftateof intoxication, nor wanting in that duty and atten- 
tion, which he owed to the fafety and order of the troops under his command. 
And further faith not. - ) С. WorLEY. 


Sworn the fifth day of May one thoufand ) 
feven hundred and ninety-one, at Cin- | 
cinnati in the county of Hamilton, before | 


me George Turner, one of the judges іп 
and over the territory aforefaid. 


С. Turner. 


NUMBER П. 
Territory of the United States, 
North-weft of the River Ohio. $ 


JOHN THORP, fuperintendant of artificers in the army of the United 


‘States, now ferving at Fort Wafhington in the county of Hamilton, maketh 


oath and faith, That he this deponent commanded the corps of Pioneers on 
the late expedition againft the Omee towns under the command of Brigadier 
General Jofiah Harmar ;—that during the whole march of the forces fo under 
the faid General Harmar's command, both advancing and returning, it 
appeared to him this deponent, that the faid General conducted himfelf in a 
regular and truly military manner :—that the Generals deportment was оп 
all occafions no lefs regular, becoming and military, while in camp, than on 


‘the march,.to the beft of this deponent's knowledge and belief; and that, 


although it was а part of this deponent’s duty to attend perfonally on the 
General early every morning, and alfo-at the encampment every night, yet he 
this deponent does not remember that he ever perceived the {14 General 
Harmar in а ftate of intoxication during the whole expedition, but, on the 
contrary, verily believes, that he, the faid General Harmar’s condu& through- 


out the expedition, was marked with great fobriety and eminent vigilance. — -.- 


. Тонм Тновр, 


Sworn at Fort Wafhington aforefaid, the 
twenty-leventh day of April in the year 
of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred 
and ninety-one, before me, one of the 
judges in and over the territory aforefaid. 


G. Turner. 
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МОМВЕВ Ш. 


Territory of the United on 
* North-weft of the River Ohio. f 


WILLIAM WELLS, of the North-Bend in the county of Hamilton, 
Efquire, one of the judges of the common-pleas held in and for the faid 
county, and fuperintendant of Commiffary's {tores during the late expedition 
againit the Omee Savages, being duly fworn, maketh oath and faith as follows, 
that is to fay: Firft this deponent, faith that the duties of his late appointment 
as fuperintendant aforefaid, required him to һе about the perfon of the Ge- 
neral commanding the troops on that expedition, every morning and night— 
and that the faid commanding General (Jofiah Harmar, Efquire) uniformly 
appeared to him this deponent in а {tate of fobriety competent to the tran- 
faction of any bufinefs pertaining to his flation. Апа farther this deponent 
faith not. WiLLIAM WELLS. 


SwoRN at Cincinnati in the county of Hamilton, ) 
and territory aforefaid, this nineteenth day of 
May one thoufand feven hundred and ninety- 
one, before me George Turner, Efquire, опе: 
of the judges in and over the faid territory. . 


——P d 


NUMBER IV. 


The AFFIDAVIT of Colonel ]онм Harpin, taken іп confequence of a 
Court of Enquiry to be held at Fort Wafhington, refpe&ting the conduct of 
Brigadier General Harmar, on the expedition againft the Maumee Towns, 


in OGober 1790. i 


Tuis deponent being firt fworn, depofeth and faith,—That on his 
arrival with the Kentuckey militia at the mouth of Licking, he commenced an 
acquaintance with General Harmar, found from his converfation that he had 
the good of his country and the expedition very much at heart; bufinefs was 
carried on regular and with as much expedition as the nature .of the cafe 
would admit. About the firft of October we proceeded on our march: after’ > 
the line of march was formed the General iffued his orders regularly, and 
obferved very ftrictly that they were executed; on our march there was an 
Indian prifoner taken, who gave information, thatthe Indians and French were 
repairing the old fort at the Maumee town, and that the Indians were not 
likely to get any of the neighbouring tribes to join them; this prifoner alfo in- 
formed us they did not know that General Harmar had any artillery: After 
receiving this information the General and this Deponent confulted upon the 
matter, and it was agreed to detach fix hundred men, leaving all their heavy 
baggage and march rapidly to the towns, hoping that the enemy would fly to 
their fort provided the artillery was not difcovered, and that fix hundred rank 
and file would be fufficient to keep them in their fort until General Harmar 
arrived with the artillery and balance of the army. Accordingly when the 
General was informed by the guides, that they were within thirty or thirty-five 
miles of the towns, there was a detachment ordered to make ready with all 
poffible expedition; thofe orders were fo pleafing to the officers that they dif- 
puted who fhould go, and fome сай lots in order to fettle the difpute; this 
deponent being honoured with the command, left the General with his detach- 
ment, and faw him no more until he arrived at the Maumee village, which he 
thinks was about three or four days after he left him, during which time he 
heard no complaints of General Harmar. After the General's arrival at the | 
Maumee village and the Indians all fled, he expreffed a very great defire to make | 
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his route by the Weaw towns on the Wabafli ; for this purpofe there was a 
council ordered to be held, but before the council met, finding the Indians had 
ftole the night before a number of the pack-horfes and fome of the light- 
horfemen's horfes, there was а ftop put to the bufinefs, and the thoughts of 
the route by the Weaw towns laid afide. There was an old French captive that 
was taken informed us tlie Indians were fcattered in the woods, and were not 
able by any means to fight us, and that they had not got any affiftance from 
othet tribes; this induced this deponent to folicit the General for a command 
of ábout three or four hundred men, to range the woods for ten or twelve 
miles, which he granted, and ordered the three hundred men to be furnifhed 
with three days provifions, thefe orders were as pleafing to the officers and 
foldiers as the former ; Colonel ‘Trotter infifted he had been promifed a com- 
mand, and as it appeared this would be produ&ive of fomething very clever, he 
wifhed to be indulged with the command of the detachment then ordered out, 
which was granted by the General, this deponent confenting thereto; Colo- 
nel Trotter marched on the morning of the 18th of October, equipt for a 
tour of two or three days, in order to hunt up Indian camps; he returned 
on the evening of the fame day, at the time the General and the deponent 
was about fixing of guards in order to captivate any of the enemy that 
might come to {teal horfes: the General appeared much difpleafed with the 
conduct of Colonel Trotter and ordered the fame party out again that evening, 
and for this deponent to go next morning and take charge of them; this 
deponent agreeable to the orders given, eolle&ed what he could of the party 
next morning, and after proceeding about ten miles fell in with a party of 
Indians, who began a very brifk fire on the detachment, who retired without 
making but very little refiftance, notwithftanding all the exertions to prevent 
them :—this deponent when he returned to camp informed the General what 
had happened, that it was owing to the cowardly behaviour of the militia, and 
. infifted on another party's being fent to the battle ground; the General 
informed this deponent he would let him knowin the morning. Accordingly 
he told him that he had not compleated the object that he was ordered to do, 
and that if any thing fhould happen to prevent him, he fhouldbe reflected on, 
as he had been in poffeffion of the towns fo long and had not deftroyed them, 
that he would firft give orders for that purpofe, and then he would be better 
able to judge what was beft to be done; on the morning of the 2oth orders were 
given for deftroying of the towns, which was executed accordingly ; at this 
time the men appeared more timid than before; the General told this depo- 
nent he thought it would not anfwer a good purpofe to go to the battle ground, 
as the mens fpirits appeared to be very low at the hearfay of fo many men 
being killed, and that the fight of the mangled bodies would make them much 
more fo, and the Indians if not able to fight us would be gone, and that he 
fhould give orders to take up the line of march to Fort Wafhington : accordingly 
on the morning of ће 21Ё we left the towns and began our march for the 
mouth of Licking, in about eight or nine miles encamped. The night being 
very clear and the moon giving light, this deponent informed the General that 
he thought it would be a good opportunity to fteal a march on the Indians , as 
he had reafon to believe they returned to the towns as foon as they knew the 


army had left it. The General did not appear fond of fending a party back,. 


but this deponent urged the matter informing the General that as he had been 
unfortunate the other day he wifhed to have it in his power to pick the militia 
and try it again, and at the fame time endeavoured to account for the mens not 
fighting, and defired an opportunity to retrieve the credit of the militia; the 
General appeared not to be of opinion the enemy would return fo foon, but 
told this deponent he might take about one hundred men and go back; this 
deponent replied he did not with to go back with lef than five or fix hundred 
men; the General anfwered that the troops were very much fatigued, and that 
it would not anfwer any valuable ire to fend fo many men; this deponent 
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` then left the General; in about half an hour he was fent for, when the General 
infortued him that he intended to fend Major Wyllys back with all the federal 
troops that could be fpared, faying at the fame time they were the men that 
would бала to the work, and that he wanted about one hundred of your beft 
militia; after fome converfation between the General and this deponent, the 
latter went to Major Wyllys and told him he did not like his going back with fo 
few men, the Major allo thinking the number too few, wifhed this deponent 
to реак to the General on the fubject, which was done ; Major M*Mullen and 
Major Hall were then fent for and the defign made known to them, they both 
appeared well pleafed with the affair; 3t was then propofed what number of 
men would Бе fufficient, this deponent recommending from four to fix hundred, 
they both concluded that four hundred men was fully fufficient ; the General 
feemed perfectly fatisfied that any number of troops that were thought adequate 
to the purpofe fhould be ordered; accordingly four hundred men confifting of 

E fixty regulars, three hundred foot militia and forty horfemen rank and file 

| | properly officered were ordered to be ready to march at midnight ; this deponent 
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was honored with the command of the militia. The troops marched agréeable 

28 to orders about two o'clock, and after proceeding to the towns they fell in 

; 1 / with а party of Indians, a battle enfued (the refult of which is generally 
E 


| known) as they returned, about one and а half miles before we got to camp, 
this deponent fent a horfeman forward to inform the General what was done, 

T and very fhortly after he had difpatched this horfeman, met Major Ray with 
| about thirty nien, who inform'd him there had come а horfeman into camp, 
UM and had acquainted the General that the party was nearly all cut off, that the 
| General had fent him with what men һе could get out of the militia to meet 
[^ what had efcaped of the detachment, that thofe with him was all that would 
mi | turn out; this deponent informed the Major otherwife and requefted him to 
Al wait until Major M‘Mullen, Major Hall, and Major Ormíby fhould come up, 
B | that they were but a fmall diftance behind and he would go forward to the 
| General. When this deponent arrived at camp and informed the General 
what was done he appeared to be well fatisfied; he alfo afked the General if 
he would not fend back another party to keep poffeffion of the battle ground, 
he replied he would not divide his army any more, when this deponent infifted 
on the whole army's marching back (no perfon being prefent except the 
General, Major Doughty and this deponent) the Generalanfwered, you fee 
the fituation of the army, we are now fcarcely able to move our baggage, it 
will take up three days to go and return to this place, we have no more forage 
for our horfes, and if the Indians intend to colle&t, which he apprehended 
they would from their fuccefs on the 19th, it would give them a great oppor- 
tunity; that they had got a very good fícourging, and he would keep the army 
in perfe& readinefs to receive them fhould they think proper to follow, and 
finally concluded that under the prefent circumftances, it was belt to move 
forward to Fort Wafhington, and if the Indians did follow he would make 
every ‘exertion in his power to defeat their intentions; Major Doughty appeared 
perfectly to agree with the General in opinion. "The bounds of the camp were 
made lefs; the army continued at the fame camp until next morning, orders 
were given to march'at the ufual hour which was eight o'clock, during this 
time this deponent never heard any perfon exprefs а 4ейге to go back to the 
towns, except two foldiers of Major Ray's party by the names of Miller and 
Hammond. Next morning at the hour appointed to march the General moved 
with the front of the army and halted at a very {mall diftance, litters hot being | 
ready for all the wounded ; this deponent with the rear-guard and many others 
did not leave the camp until ten o’clock, when they moved on and joined the 
army, the whole then proceeded on towards Fort Wafhington, with as much 
regularity as was obferved in going out, until we ceme to the old Chilacothy 
on little Miami, when a number of the militia contrary to orders fired off their 
guns, this deponent endeavoured to put a ftop to fuch diforderly behaviour, 
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and commanded that thofe offenders that could be taken fhould be punifhed 
agreeable to general orders, and having caught а foldier himfelf in the very 
act of firing his gun, ordered a file of men to take him immediately and carry 
him to the fix pounder, and for the drummer to tye him up and give him fix 
lafhes ; this deponent was fhortly after met by Colonel Trotter and Major 


M*Mullen, and a number of militia foldiers, who in an abrupt manner afked ' 


him by what authority he ordered that foldier whipt, he replied in fupport of 
general orders ; on which a very warm difpute enfued between Colonel Trotter, 
Major M*Mullen and this deponent; the General being informed of what had 
happened came forward and gave Colonel Trotter and Major M*Mullen a 
very fevere reprimand, ordered the federal troops to parade, and the drummer 
to do his duty, fwearing he would rifque his life in fupport of his orders, the 
man received the number of lafhes ordered, and feveral that were confined 
were fet at liberty ; numbers of the militia feem’d much pleafed with what was 
done; this intended mutiny being foon quafh'd the army proceeded in good 
order to Fort Wafhington. When the army arrived at the mouth of Licking 
the General informed this deponent he had determined to arreft fome of the 
militia officers, for their bad condu& and fend them home with difgrace; but 
this deponent oppofed his intention, alledging that it would be a difgrace to the 
whole militia, that he would perhaps ftand in need of their affiftance on fome 
future occafion, and it would four their minds and caufe them to turn out 
with relu&ance, and that his difcharging them generally. with honor perhaps 
would anfwer а better purpofe, the General readily indulged the гедией of this 
deponent. 'This deponent further obferves, that during the expedition he never 
heard officer nor foldier find fault or give the moft diftant hint of being dif- 
pleafed with the Generals condu& їп any refpe&, nor charge him with 
cowardice or drunkennefs, and expected the General had given general fatis- 
fa&ion, and what more confirm'd his opinion, was after their arrival at Fort 
Wathington the General invited all the field and fome other officers to dine 
with him, amongft whom was Colonel Trotter, Major Doughty, Major Hall, 
and Major M*Mullen; dinner being over wine was introduced, the General 
ftepping out on fome occafion Major Hall propofed drinking his health, it was 
unanimoufly agreed to, and with as much cheerfulnefs as any other health that 


was propofed ; this deponent continued at Fort Wafhington a few days after, · 


and never heard any perfon fpeak a difrefpe&ful word of General Harmar, or 
find fault in the leaft with his condu& whilft on the expedition. When this 
deponent returned home in Kentuckey, hearing fuch reports refpecting the 
expedition was much amazed, but concluded it arofe from a want of knowledge 
and proper information or from prejudice. "This deponent further faith, that 
helooked on General Harmar to be a very brave and experienced officer. 
And further faith not. Joan Hannrx. 


Мегзом, ? fs 


Tus day came Colonel John Hardin before me a juftice of the peace for 
faid county, and made oath, that the above affidavit was juft and 
true to the beft of his knowledge, and fubfcribed his name in my 
prefence. Given under my hand this fourteenth day of September 
one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-one. Тоны CALDWELL. 


I have read the above affidavit, and what comes within my knowledge of it, I 
know to be true, and the reft I believe to be true. Given under my hand this 
fifteenth of September one thoufand feven hundred and ninety-one. 

| STEPHEN ORMSBY. 


Sworn to before me a juftice of the peace for Nelfon county. 
BENJAMIN FRYE. 
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